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Welcome address from the Chief Barker

Dear Crew, Directors, Members and
Friends, welcome to the first edition of
our official Newsletter.

Over the coming year we will keep you
up to date on our fundraising and
events’ plans and also publish photos
and editorial from various social
events. We would be delighted to re-
ceive your suggestions for articles for
inclusion in future issues; perhaps you
have a story to tell about your history
and involvement with the Variety Club
you would like to share?

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has supported our fundraising
appeals over the years and in more recent
times. Some of the events you supported
appear in this issue and we look forward to
many more opportunities in the near future
to continue to raise funds to improve the
lives of our sick, disabled and disadvantaged
children.

We consider our volunteers, supporters and
corporate partners to be true friends of the
Variety Club and we are sincerely grateful
for your time, energy, expertise and commit-
ment.

On behalf of the children, thank you.

Kindest regards,

Fsin

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday March 24th 2009
Tribute Luncheon to honour
Edmund Browne in

Sutton Golf Club.

Tickets €45

Betty Wall 01 8393532 or
Mary Levey 01 8314112

Thursday March 26th 2009
Sean Dunphy at the N.C.H.
Finbar Furey at Vicar Street

Friday March 27th 2009
Sandy Kelly at the N.C.H.

Thursday May 28th 2009
Annual Concert & Supper
in the Mansion House

to honour Peter McBrien
Betty Wall 01 8393532 or
Mary Levey on 01 8314112

Friday 3rd July 2009
‘Annie The Musical’
Olympia Theatre, Dublin
Family concession tickets

For all concert tickets please contact
Sue Ryan on 086 7710180 or
sueryan@varietyireland.org

Annual Mass

STEP IT OUT FOR THE VARIETY CLUB
THIS JUNE BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND

You can pick up the pace
or take it in your stride;
whatever your level of
fitness, this all female
event is not only a great
challenge but also a fun
way to spend a few hours
with your girl friends, work
colleagues, gym buddies
and neighbours and raise
funds for the Variety Club.

Please contact Sue Ryan
for an application form on

086 7710180 or email
sueryan@varietyireland.org

We will keep in touch with
you leading up to the event
to see how your fundraising
is progressing and if you
need any tips or help. We
will also let you know where
we plan to meet on the day
for some photographs and
mutual encouragement!

To receive a race number and
medal all participants must

register with the organisers
of the Flora Women’s Mini
Marathon on the official
entry form which will appear
in the Evening Herald every
Thursday and Saturday or
visit their website
www.womensminimarathon.ie
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The Annual Mass to remember our
deceased members was held in St.
Joseph’s Centre for the Visually Im-
paired, Gracepark Road on Sunday
February 8th and was celebrated by
Fr. William Stuart, I.C.

Despite the snowy weather there was
a wonderful turnout and we would
particularly like to mention the family
of Dermot Cafferkey who attended.
Dermot was a long time member and
friend of the Variety Club and he is
sadly missed by all.

The family of the late Dermot Cafferkey




Page 2

Tent 41 Official Newsletter

Issue 1 Spring 2009

Variety Club Honours Joe Cuddy

An emotional, nostalgic
and music filled event
was held on Sunday No-
vember 9, in the Grand
Hotel Malahide to pay
tribute to our own Joe
Cuddy.

The luncheon was en-
joyed by 250 guests in a
wonderful atmosphere of
homeliness and friendli-
ness. We were treated to
the musical talent of
Sonny Knowles, Sean
Dunphy, Tony Kenny,
Brien Hoey and of course
the man of the hour, Joe
Cuddy. The legendary
Pete St. John recited

‘Dublin in the Rare ol
Times’ and you could hear
a pin drop in the ballroom.
Vicky Kenny and Elvis de-
lighted us with their energy
and singing talent.

Ronan Collins had no prob-
lem enjoying shared MC
with all the celebrities there.
Joe was presented with a
beautiful watch and a mag-
nificent tribute portrait of
Bing Crosby, by our own
artist, Yvonne Loftus-Kelly.

Two Sunshine Coaches
were presented on the day,
one to Saplings School and
one to Stepping Stones

How to get in
touch!

Kevin Wall
chiefbarker@varietyireland.org
086 7710179

Yvonne Loftus Kelly
Photography / Website

volunteer@varietyireland.org

Sue Ryan

Editor / Submissions

sueryan@varietyireland.org
086 7710180

Many thanks to all who
helped get this first edition
to print. In the coming
months we will bring you
news of various social anfi
fundraising events taking
place that you can get int
volved in and perhaps er}
courage others to take pa
also. If you would rather
receive the Newsletter by
email and help reduce ou
postage costs please contaf
me.

Kindest regards,
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Sonny Knowles and Tony Kenny

Tea with the First Lady of Dublin

During Valentine’s weekend our
volunteers were out in force
selling Gold Hearts and increas-
ing awareness about the Variety
Club. We received great support
from the shoppers in Omni Park,
Santry, Clare Hall on the Mala-
hide Road and the Pavilions
Shopping Centre in Swords.

We raised over €5k with the
support of the shopping centre
management teams and the
generous help of our volunteers
who gave of their time over the
weekend. Watch this space for
news on more dates and loca-
tions where we intend selling our
Gold Hearts in the coming
months.

Many thanks for your support

On Monday, February 9, some of
the Crew and Members met with
Eibhlin Byrne, Lord Mayor of
Dublin, at the Mansion House for
the signing of the Variety Club of

Kevin Wall with Eibhlin Byrne,
Lord Mayor of Dublin

Ireland's Proclamation.

We were made extremely wel-
come and we enjoyed tea to-
gether while she regaled us with
some great stories of her time in
office and what it was like to
move your entire family, includ-
ing the dog, into the Mansion
House.

Kevin presented her with a Gold
Heart and we received a DVD of
the photos taken on the day.

Kevin, Crew & Members with the Lord Mayor

This is always a special occasion
for the Variety Club and the Lord
Mayor made it all the more so
with her natural charm and
Dublin wit. We wish her and her
family every good wish for the
remainder of her term in office.

Five Sunshine Coaches Presented in 2008

We are very happy to
report that five coaches
were presented during
the year. These vehicles
can be the life blood of
an organisation, taking
sick and disabled chil-
dren to treatment, ther-
apy and special events.
The following children’s
organisations were
delighted to receive a
Sunshine Coach:-

KARE, Kildare

St. Mary’s Hospital,
Baldoyle, Dublin
Saplings, Kildare
Saplings, Carlow
Stepping Stones, Meath







